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however, be regarded as most fortunate for education,
as his maturity enabled him to perceive the amount of
time then wasted upon grammatical complications and
other absurdities in teaching languages, and was instru-
mental in causing him to undertake an improvement of
method. After his course in the Latin school, Comenius
spent a couple of years in higher education at the Lutheran
College of Herborn in the duchy of Nassau/ where he
went to prepare for the ministry of his denomination, and
He then at the University of Heidelberg. Then, as he was still
rather young for the cares of the pastorate, he taught for

Years (1614-1618) in the school at Prerau, Moravia.
Here he soon made his first attempt at simplifying the
teaching of Latin by the production of a work called
GrammaticcB Facilioris Pr&cepta ('Precepts of Easier
Grammar'). Next (1618-1621) he became pastor at
Fulneck. Then, after a series of persecutions resulting
from the Thirty Years' War, during which he and his
fellow pastors were driven from pillar to post, he settled
in 1627 at the Polish town of Leszno.2
The Janua Linguarum and  Other Texts of the Series
This place became the center from which most of his
the first of his
remarkable    great contributions to education emanated.   During his
1 The University of Prague, to which Comenius would naturally have
gone, was at this time in the control of the Utraquists, a Hussite sect op-
posed to the Moravians.
2 This town, now called Lissa, is a part of Prussia,